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Rem nd your witnesses that they're under
the Rule. All right.

MS. M LES: Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: You may step down.

MS. BUESS: May this witness be excused?

THE COURT: Wbuld you lIike himon call as
wel | ?

MR. STILL: May we still have the sane
on-call status, Your Honor?

THE COURT: All right. Okay.

State, call your next witness.

MS. BUESS: State calls Officer Beck.

THE COURT: Stand over here next to the
wi t ness st and. Face me and raise your right hand.

ADOLF BECK,

havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE COURT: All right. You may take the
stand, sir.

Ms. Buess, your witness. You may
proceed.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. BUESS:
Q. Al'l right. Sir, could you introduce yourself

to the jury?

A. I'm Officer Adolf Beck.
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Q. And who are you an officer with?

A. Houst on Police Department.

Q. Is that your only career that you've ever had?
A. Yes, ma' am

Q. How | ong have you been with HPD?

A. 29 years.

Q. Can you tell the jury a little bit about some

of the things that you need to do in order to become a
police officer?

A. You need to, first of all, have a good record,
of course. You can't have any crim nal record beyond a
ticket. You have to have the coll ege hours that's
necessary to do so. You have to have a cl ean
background check, psychol ogical check. And you have to
basically be a good person

Q. Do you go through any type of training to
become a police officer?

A. Yes.

Q. What is that training?

A. Trai ning consists of everything fromthe Code
of Crim nal Procedures, the Penal Code of the State of
Texas, shooting, physical fitness and a coupl e other
t hi ngs. But that's -- that's basically the basics.

Q. When you finish that academy, do you have to

take a test for TCLOESE?
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A. Yes, ma' am

Q. What is TCLEOSE?

A. That's the Texas |icensing comm ssion that
license individuals in the State of Texas to becone a
peace officer

Q. Do you have to pass that test to be licensed?

A. Yes, ma' am

Q. All right. Officer Beck, this is the
i mportant question: Did you pass that test?

A. Yes, ma' am

Q. Now, do you have to do anything to maintain
that certification once you have it?

A. Yes, ma' am You have to attend -- what
TCLEOSE has is 40 hours of school every year. And the
subj ects every year are different. And they range from
many di fferent things that has to do with being an
of ficer.

Q. Can you give us some of the ideas -- some of
the trainings that you've been to recently, what the
topics were?

A. We train in culture diversity of how to dea
with different cultures and the diversity of different
cultures. We deal with refresher courses in our
department policies and procedures. We deal with

refresher courses in the changes in the state Penal
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Code and the state Code of Crim nal Procedures.
Because the Legislature fromyear to year, they review
a lot of the |laws that are on the books. And if they
feel that they need to be upgraded or outdated, they
can elimnate it or add something to it.

Q. Now, Officer Beck, if you had to give us just
a rough estimate of how many hours of training you've
had in | aw enforcement, what would that estimte be?

A. 40 hours a year m nimum 29 years, probably
somewhere in the nei ghborhood of 1,500 hours.

Q. What is your assignment with the Houston
Pol i ce Department?

A. I"mcurrently assigned to the special -- to
t he South Central Division, which is the Third Ward
ar ea. Many people m ght not be famliar with that.
That's the area surrounding the University of Houston
and TSU University.

Q. So, from where we are here today, where is it

directionally, north, south, east, west?

A. I[t's sout heast.

Q. Is it in Harris County, Texas?

A. That's correct.

Q. And when you're assigned to that area, what

are you doing on a day-to-day basis?

A. | do regular patrol duties in what we cal
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10 District. That's the district that | patrol.

Q. And when you're doing patrol work, what type
of daily activities are you doing?

A. Everything fromtraffic stops, writing
reports, checking on businesses in the area. Just
everything that goes along with being a patrol officer.
And it could -- it's a variety of things. It's a wide

range of things.

Q. Do you ever get involved in assault cases?
A. Yes.

Q. How about aggravated assault cases?

A. Yes.

Q. How about cases specifically dealing with

situati ons where someone has been stabbed?
A. Yes.
Q. Have you dealt with those on few or many

occasi ons?

A. Many.

Q. Now, were you called out December 27th of
20117

A. Yes.

Q. And what was the reason that you were called

out on that occasion?
A. The call originally dropped as a shooti ng.

But while en route to the call, the dispatcher sent me
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some updated information via my MDT -- that's the
mobil e data unit in the vehicle -- that corrected the
call and said it was a stabbing.

Q. And when you get dispatched out, is that when
someone picks up the phone and calls 911 and gets you
or how does that work?

A. No. When a person call for a unit, they cal
t he Houston Police Department HEC center. And that's
| ocated off of North Shepherd. And they speak with a
civilian dispatcher that's trained in taking calls from
citizens. And then the call-taker transfers the cal
to the dispatcher, which dispatches it to the proper
area that it's to go to.

Q. So, you never actually talk to the person
who's the one who's calling 9117

A. No.

Q. So, you don't know whether the information
you're getting is reliable or not?

A. No.

Q. So, when you arrive to a scene where first
they say there's a shooting and then they say there's a
stabbi ng, what's going through your m nd?

A. What's going through my mnd, it could be one
or everything or both.

Q. So, what type of safety concerns do you have
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when you arrive at that type of scene?

A. To make sure when | arrive to have a conplete
visual -- as much of a visual as | can of the area.
See what's going on and what's taking place.

Q. When you arrived at this scene --- well, first
of all, where was this scene that you were being
di spatched out to?

A. Excuse me for just one second.

| was dispatched to 3105 Tuam
Q. And real quick, what do you have up there that

you're glancing at right there?

A. This is my Houston Police Department incident
report that | wrote that day of the call.
Q. And do you regularly write incident reports?

A. Every day.

Q. What's the purpose of writing an incident
report?
A. The purpose of writing an incident report is

to get the information that's given to you at that time
accurate and to have a record of it.

Q. And does that help you, for exanple, when
you're testifying as to an event that happened a year
or |l onger ago?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, do you write down what everybody tells
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you word for word in your offense report?

A. | would not say word for word. But | write
down what they tell me as it best relates to the
i ncident and what happened.

Q. Now, when someone is telling you what's
happeni ng, are you sitting at the conputer typing right
t hen?

A. No. " m taking notes.

Q. Okay. When you write the report, is it while

you're talking to people?

A. No.

Q. Is it after you're done talking to everyone?

A. Yes.

Q. And you said you make notes?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you | ook at those notes when you write the
report?

A. Yes.

Q. If you wrote down every single word that every

person told you for your report, how | ong would your
reports be?

A. Astronom cally | ong

Q. OCkay. Now, |let's get back to the address that
you said you were di spatched out to on December 27th of

2011. M\hat part of town is that in?
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A. That's located in the Third Ward area of

Houst on and - -

Q. l"m sorry. Go ahead and fi ni sh.

A. And like | said, the area |I was dispatched to
is off of -- if I had to give you a |location that's
closer to -- that you probably would recognize, would

be Dowl i ng and El gin area.

Q. What type of area is that |ike? Help us
pi cture the nei ghborhood around there.

A. The area is an ol der area of Houston, |ow
income, but not all low income. That's how | would
ki nd of describe it.

Q. Okay. What do you see when you arrive at the
house that you've been dispatched out to?

A. On the day of the call?

Q. On the day of the call

A. When | arrive as |'m com ng down the street,

the first thing | see is the HFD anmbul ance on the

scene.
Q. And HFD, what's that?
A. The Houston Fire Department.
Q. And why were they there?
A. They were there because the wife had -- or

someone there had called themto the scene for the

conpl ai nant .
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Q. Okay. And why did the conmpl ai nant need the
Houston Fire Department?

A. He was injured.

Q. OCkay. Did you get a |look at his injuries?

A. Not initially at the scene.

Q. Was he being treated by paramedics at that
poi nt ?

A. Yes. He was -- he was in the back of the
ambul ance being treated.

Q. Now, Officer, when you're conducting an
investigation, are you going to interfere with someone
receiving medical treatment?

A. No.

Q. Why not ?

A. Because |I'm not a nmedi cal doctor or a
paramedi ¢ and that's not procedure.

Q. Is it more important to you that someone get
the help that they need or that you conplete your
investigation right away?

A. If someone is injured, it's nore inportant to

me that they get the medical attention that they need.

Q. So, when you arrive at the scene, what do you
do?

A. When | initially arrive at the scene, |
arrive. | get out of the vehicle. His fam |y members
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are kind of frantic, upset. | ascertain who's the
di fferent individuals. " m pointed out his wi fe that
was at the scene. And there was a couple of other
i ndi vidual s that was there.
Q. And when you say there, at the house, correct?
A. Ri ght .

Q. Okay. So, did you talk with people that were

A. | spoke with the wife.

Q. Was she able to kind of explain what had
happened?

A. Yes. She told me what he had kind of
expl ained to her what had happened.

Q. Okay. At that point, did you learn that there
was actually a second | ocation that you needed to go
to?

A. Yes.

Q. What was that second | ocation?

A. | was told that the original |ocation of the
stabbing or cutting had happened at the corner of
Rosal i e and Sanmpson.

MS. BUESS: May | approach the witness?
THE COURT: You may.
Q. (BY MS. BUESS) Officer, |I'mgoing to show you

State's Exhibit No. 6 and 7. I f you could just take a
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| ook at those. The areas that we've been talking
about, are you famliar with those areas?
A. Yes, ma' am
Q. Does State's Exhibit No. 6 and State's Exhibit
No. 7 appear to fairly reflect those areas that we've
been di scussi ng?
A. Yes.
MS. BUESS: Your Honor, at this time, |
woul d offer into evidence State's Exhibit No. 6 and 7,
havi ng tendered to opposing counsel for any objections.
MR. STILL: [I've reviewed these exhibits.
| have no objections.
THE COURT: They're admtted.
MS. BUESS: Perm ssion to publish to the
jury?
THE COURT: Yes, ma' am
Q. (BY MS. BUESS) Okay. Officer Beck, let's
start with State's Exhibit No. 6 here. Let me zoom out
alittle bit.
This intersection here, this is Rosalie,
correct?
A. Yes.
Q And this street here is Sanpson?
A. That's correct.
Q

Now, what is this area here?
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A. This area that you're pointing to on the
screen is the area of a vacant | ot that exists at the
| ocation there. And typically a |ot of individuals
fromthe nei ghborhood congregate there or hang out

there in that | ocati on.

Q. So, are you famliar with that area?
A. Yes.
Q. When you went to that -- or | guess what time

did you go to this |location?

A. It was shortly after arriving at the scene.
Maybe 15 m nutes after arriving at the scene.

Q. After you had spoke to the relatives that were
there --

Yes.
Q. -- at the scene.
When you went to that |ocation, did you

noti ce anything unusual there?

A. The thing on that day that | noticed that was
unusual from normal, there was nobody there.

Q. Okay. Why is that unusual ?

A. Because normally there's people there every
day.
Q. Did you see blood on the ground?
No.
Q. Did you see a knife or a gun or any other type
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of weapons?

A. No.

Q. How about the defendant, did you see him
there?

A. No, ma' am

Q. How about any trucks?

A. No.

Q. Any vehicles at all?

A. No.

Q. And | ooking at State's Exhibit No. 7 here

what are we | ooking at?

A. You're | ooking at a map that shows the street
of the area where the -- | was told that the incident
occurred.

Q. So, where the A is marked here at Rosalie and

Sanpson, would that be the | ot that we were just
| ooking at in State's Exhibit No. --
A. That's correct.
Q. -- 67
How about where the little B bubble is,
what's that?
| can zoom it out for you, if you want.
A. That | ooks to be the |ocation of the
conpl ai nant's hone.

Q. And that was the |ocation that you were
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originally dispatched to?

A. Yes.

Q. Officer, after you went to the second scene
and you weren't able to |locate any additional wi tnesses
or evidence, what did you do next?

A. | proceeded fromthere to check on the
conpl ai nant, which was transported to Ben Taub
Hospi t al .

Q. And were you able to make contact with him at
t hat point?

A. Yes.

Q. What was his condition when you met with hinf?

A. Serious, but stable.

Q. Okay. Why do you say serious? What was wrong
with hinP

A. He had three injuries. One to his left hand.
One to his left cheek. And a puncture wound to the
| eft side of the chest that the doctors had told me
t hat had punctured his |ung.

Q. Okay. This may sound like a silly question
Wy is it a problemif your lung is punctured?

A. It can be a big problem You can -- you can
die fromit.

Q. When you spoke to him what was the

conpl ai nant's general demeanor?
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At the hospital?
At the hospital.
Upset, angry, and in a | ot of pain.

Okay. Was he able to coherently go through

- 0 > 0 »

what had happened for you?

>

Yes.

Q. While you're talking to him are doctors and
nurses com ng and goi ng?

A. Yes.

Q. How | ong did you talk to himfor?

A. His -- he was having problems speaking.
Probably 10 to 15 m nutes.

Q. When you're talking to someone in a case |ike
this and there are -- and they have a punctured | ung,
so they're already having trouble breathing and they're
not able to speak clearly with you, what are you doing?
Are you trying to give them as nuch of the story so
they can just give you yes or nos or are you letting
them gi ve you | ong, open-ended answers?

A. No. | ask the questions and | |let them answer

at a pace that's okay for them

Q. Whil e you were talking to the compl ai nant,
were the doctors and nurses still working on hin?

A. They were still doing some procedures.
Exactly which ones, I"mreally not famliar with it.
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Q. And, Officer, based on your famliarity with
assault and stabbing cases, the injuries that you saw
on the conmpl ai nant, were they consistent with being
caused by a knife?

A. Yes.

Q. And why do you say that?

A. The injury to his hand, | could tell fromthe
way that it was cut, that it was some kind of sharp
instrument. The conpl ai nant had told me that he saw
the knife in |like the suspect’'s hand.

Q. And that's consistent with a sharp bl aded

kni fe, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you ever -- were you ever able to make
contact with the defendant, M. Wods, in this case?

A. No.

Q. Did you ever speak to himat all?

A. No.

MS. BUESS: Pass the witness.
THE COURT: Cross?
MR. STILL: Yes, Your Honor.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. STILL:
Q. Officer Beck, 1'd like to talk with you first

about your interaction with M. Kennon at Ben Taub
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Hospi t al .
correct?

A.

Q.

You i ndi cated he was coherent; is that

Yes, sir.

So, you believed just based on his responses

t hat he understood the questions that you were asking;

is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was able to |lay out a narrative of what his
perspective was about the event; is that correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. Isn't it true that M. Kennon indicated that

this dispute started over a nonpayment of a purchase

agreenment

A.

for a truck; is that correct?

No. He stated that the argument started over

an agreenment that him and the defendant had about the

truck.
Q.
agr eenment

A.

Ri ght. That he indicated was an unpaid for
, correct?

He stated that the defendant was paying on the

truck, but they had an agreenent that he was not to

drive the truck until the truck was conpletely paid for

and it was out of his name.

Q.

Now, he did indicate, however, that it was his

intention to drive that truck away fromthat lot to his

home, correct?
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A. No.

Q. Okay. Now, Officer Beck, you wrote a
supplement in this particular case; is that correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. Do you have a copy of that supplement in front
of you, sir?

A. That's correct.

Q. Now, isn't it true that you indicated in that
suppl ement when you were detailing the offense in the
first paragraph that Kennon advised M. Wods that he
was going to drive the unpaid for vehicle back to his
home because M. Wods had broken the purchase
agreement ?

THE COURT: Hi s suppl ement m ght have
come off a different printer.

MR. STILL: May | approach, Your Honor?

THE COURT: You can approach and direct
himto what you're referring to.

MR. STILL: Thank you, Judge.

Q. (BY MR. STILL) Officer Beck, did you need
some help on that?

Do you agree with me that this is your

suppl ement; is that correct?
A. " m | ooking at what you're saying.
Yes, | stated that he said that he was
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going to drive the vehicle back to his home because
this suspect had broken the agreenment that they had.

Q. Okay. So, he indicated he was going renove
that truck fromthat lot, correct?

A. That woul d be my thinking.

Q. Now, you didn't have any -- any identifying
information for the truck. And what | mean by that is
a license plate number or VIN number; is that right?

A. Can you give me one second?

Q. |'d be happy to.

A. No.

Q. Okay. So, you had no identifying information

for the truck that was the subject of the dispute,

correct?
A. No, just a description.
Q. Okay. So, there was no way for you to run in

any of the police avail able databases who m ght be the
actual owner of the truck, correct?

A. No.

Q. So, that's not an avenue of investigation you

could have pursued at that time; is that correct?

A. That's correct.
Q. And you don't know who the owner was anyway,
correct?

A. Correct.
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MR. STILL: I'll pass the witness, Your
Honor .
THE COURT: Any redirect?
MS. BUESS: Yes, Judge.
REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. BUESS:

Q. Officer Beck, dealing with patrol with HPD, do
you ever deal with disputes over property?

A. Yes.

Q Do you do that on few or many occasi ons?

A. Many occasi ons.

Q Have you ever dealt with a simlar situation
where a vehicle is in dispute -- who owns the vehicle
is in dispute?

A. Yes.

Q. And when sonmething |ike that happens, what do
you as a |l aw enforcenment officer usually do?

A. If we're having a dispute over a vehicle in
particular and the vehicle is at the scene, the first
thing 1" mgoing to do is use my nobile MDT unit in the
vehicle to run the license plate to see who the vehicle
is registered to.

Q. Okay. What are you going to do once you
figure out who the vehicle is registered to?

A. That's the individual that's going to get that
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vehi cl e.

Q.

Okay. And if someone wants to dispute that or

argue that, what do they need to do at that point?

A.

If they want to dispute whether they are the

actual owner of the vehicle or not, they need to take

it further and produce docunmentation and maybe take it

civilly to prove that the vehicle belong to them

Q.
actually

A.

Q.

So, if someone is having a dispute over who
owns the vehicle, they can call you, correct?
Correct.

Or they can go to civil court to litigate the

i ssue, correct?

A.
Q.

someone?

Honor .

Correct.

Any reason why they would need to stab

MR. STILL: Objection, speculation, Your

THE COURT: That's sustai ned.

MS. BUESS: "1l pass the witness.
THE COURT: Recross, sir?

MR. STILL: Briefly, Your Honor.

RECROSS- EXAM NATI ON

BY MR. STILL:

Q.

Officer Beck, you'd agree with me that

oftentimes in your professional capacities when you're
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di spatched to situations that involve the |oss of
property, that the police department can't al ways
arrive in time to prevent the | oss of property that's
in question, correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. Because the very nature of calls for service
is someone is having a problem and then the police
department has to react to said problem is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. And someti mes the problem happens and is over
with and there's just not enough time for a police

presence to get there to deal with the situation,

correct?
A. That's correct.
Q. Okay. Now, not all -- not all theft cases are

sol ved, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Not all burglary cases are solved, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. So, you'd agree with me that calling the
police froma -- froma conpl ainant's standpoi nt does
not al ways result in someone getting the disposition
they |like, namely, their property not taken, correct?

A. Correct.

MR. STILL: Pass the wi tness, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: All right. Thank you, sir.
You may step down.

MS. BUESS: May this witness be excused?

THE COURT: Any objection, sir?

MR. STI LL: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. You're excused,

sir.
State, call your next witness.
We're going to break for the day in about
30 mnutes. | know it's been a |ong day for everybody.
MS. M LES: State calls Officer Salcido.
THE COURT: Conme forward, sir. Stand
right there. Rai se your right hand and I'I|l swear you
in.

GABRI EL SALCI DO,
havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE COURT: Ms. M es.
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. M LES:
Q. O ficer, will you please introduce yourself to
the members of the jury?
A. Gabri el Salcido.
Q. And, Officer Salcido, if it isn't obvious, how
are you enpl oyed?

A. I"mwith the Houston Police Department.
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