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DEFENDER TIMES 
ALL THE NEWS THAT’S FIT TO PRINT…AND THEN SOME 

 

Chief’s Message:  

GO VOTE! 

BY: ALEX BUNIN, CHIEF  

Tuesday, November 3, 2020 is Election Day. 
Voting is an essential part of citizenship, and yet 
the day is not a holiday. You may take time off 
from work to vote, but with the pandemic and 
other concerns, voting early is a good idea. The 
last day to register to vote for this election is 
October 3, 2020. 

There are two ways to vote early, by mail or in 
person. In Texas, voting by mail is limited to (1) 
persons over 65, (2) those who will be away 
from the county during the entire early voting 
period, (3) those disabled, and (4) those 
confined to jail, but otherwise eligible to vote. 
Simply being in fear of COVID does not get 
you a mail ballot in Texas. Being sick or 
pregnant will qualify you for a mail ballot only if 
voting in person creates a “likelihood of injury” 
to your health. If you do qualify, go to 
http://harrisvotes.com/VoteByMail , but do it 
soon. Applications for mail ballots must arrive 
by October 23, 2020. Considering the time to 
process the application, to mail the ballot back, 
and for you to return the ballot – that is cutting 
it very close. For a number of reasons, mail has 
been extra slow lately. 

Alternatively, voting early in person can be easy 
and safe. Tuesday, October 13, 2020 is the first 
day of early voting in Texas. Every year, I vote 
at the central downtown location, which is 
currently the basement of 1019 Congress 
(County Attorney’s Building). I am often the 
only one there aside from poll workers. I voted 
in a run-off during the pandemic and everything 
was distanced, masked and clean. There are 
many other countywide locations where any 
Harris County resident may vote. See 
https://www.harrisvotes.com/.  

On Thursday, October 29, there will be seven 
locations open over a 24-hour period (NRG 
Arena, Kashmere Gardens Multi-Service Center, 
McGovern Texas Medical Center Commons, 
East Harris County Activity Center, Tracy Gee 
Community Center, Juergen's Hall Community 
Center and Victory Gardens). You can vote at 
2:00 a.m. on the 30th if you like. Toyota Center 
will have drive-through voting and there will be 
curbside options at all locations for those with 
disabilities.This is not a discussion about whom 
to vote for. Just vote and do it early. 

 

MMH Attorney and Breast Cancer Survivor Brandy Gum with her husband, Ryan, and two sons, Hudson 
and Foster.  

Advocating for My Life  

BRANDY GUM 
APD, MENTAL HEALTH DIVISION 

     
     When one thinks of October, one probably thinks of pumpkins, 
Halloween, and Octoberfest celebrations. But October is also 
Breast Cancer Awareness month. This month has a special 
significance to me and other women in our office. For those who 
don’t know, I was diagnosed with Stage 2B breast cancer in May, 
2014, when I was only 32 years old. I’d like to share a little of my 
story with you. 
    My journey with breast cancer started on a February night in 
2014 when I was putting my two year-old son to bed. I was reading 
him a book, and when I turned the page, my forearm brushed 
against my breast and it hurt. After tucking Hudson into bed, I did a 
self-breast exam. That’s when I felt it. A golf-ball sized knot in my 
right breast. It was as if this lump had appeared overnight! I was 
immediately panicked and remember thinking, “There is no way this 
is happening to me. I’m only 32 years old and I’m 36 weeks 
pregnant!”  
    I called my OBGYN the next morning, and he fit me in for an 
emergency breast exam. My OB was patient with my concerns, and 
also agreed that he felt the lump. He told me that I was very young 
and reminded me that the breasts go through many changes during 
pregnancy. He told me at least five times that he was sending me on 
to imaging “merely as a precaution.” 
     I went and did the ultrasound the same day. The technicians 
couldn’t find anything. I was sent home with a clean bill of health. 
“Breast changes due to lactation” is what the report said. Whew! 
Two weeks later, Foster Jameson Gum was born. Our family was in 
love. Everything went so smoothly during Foster’s first six weeks of 
life. He was eating great and sleeping well, too. But, no matter how 
much Fos ate, the lump in my right breast remained. I found myself 
googling symptoms of a clogged milk duct, but my lump didn’t fit 
any of them. I was starting to feel uneasy about the lump. I chalked 
up my anxiety to sleep deprivation and post-partum. After all, I’d 
just had an ultrasound and been given a great report. 
    At my six week OB follow-up, I mentioned the lump again to my 
OB. Still believing it was nothing, my doctor recommended me to 
Kelsey Seybold’s Women’s Center for a follow-up “out of an 
abundance of caution.” 
    Immediately upon meeting with the new doctor, I did not like 
her. She looked at my ultrasound images from eight weeks prior  
and told me “this isn’t even what breast cancer looks like.”  

This new doctor had no real answers for me, so she 
ordered another ultrasound “at the patient’s insistence.” I 
left the office crying. I almost cancelled the follow-up 
ultrasound all together because the doctor had been so 
rude to me. 
   They didn’t schedule the next ultrasound for almost 
three weeks. When I finally did go in, that’s when things 
changed. Immediately, the technician saw something on 
the screen. It seemed like forever while two different 
techs took ultrasounds of my breast. Within a week, I 
was having my first of what would be many biopsies. 
    On May 9, 2014, I was officially diagnosed with Stage 
2B breast cancer. My tumor was over 3.5 centimeters 
wide and aggressive form of cancer had already spread to 
at least two of my lymph nodes. 
    I did six months of neoadjuvant chemo and lost all of 
my hair. I enrolled in a clinical trial, which added an extra 
chemo to my regimen. I had a double mastectomy (with 
no reconstruction) following chemo. Six weeks of 
radiation followed. And, in June, 2015, I had a 
prophylactic hysterectomy since my tumor fed off of 
estrogen. From start to finish, I was in treatment for one 
year. 
    Today, I am 5 years cancer free! I wanted to share my 
story to remind everyone to be your own advocate when 
it comes to your health care. If I had listened to the 
Kelsey Seybold doctor, I would probably be dead now. 
But, something inside me kept pushing me for answers. I 
encourage you that when you hear your own internal 
voice. . . listen! Also, please don’t forget to stay on top of 
your monthly self-exams and also your yearly 
mammogram appointments. As attorneys, we can get 
very busy and we tend to procrastinate when it comes to 
our own health. We prioritize our clients and our 
families, and we often forget to take care of ourselves. 
Please let this story be a reminder that your health 
matters, too! And, speaking of clients, I know that as 
indigent defense practitioners, we often advise our clients 
on much more than legal issues. So, if your client ever 
needs somewhere to go for free mammograms and/or 
affordable women’s care, check out The Rose at 
therose.org. This is a great organization that works hard 
to bring affordable healthcare to underprivileged women 
in Houston.  

http://harrisvotes.com/VoteByMail
http://www.therose.org/
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TALKING ABOUT BREONNA TAYLOR TO OUR CLIENTS 

ERIC J. DAVIS, TRIAL DIVISION CHIEF 
 

    I know the conversations that are coming up with my clients after this.  I can just hear them.  Many of my 
clients expressed a sense of “why is everyone surprised, I’ve been saying this is how everything is” after 
George Floyd’s death.  And now, they will say it again.  “I am not surprised, this is how it is… how it always 
has been.  Things haven’t changed, Mr. Davis...”  Yet, some of my clients in the face of knowing that the 
criminal justice system doesn’t regard their lives as important still have the audacity to stand and fight their 
cases.  Some of them know the system will not give them a fair shake, yet they have the courage to stand and 
fight.  Maybe I am naïve or a romantic at heart, but I find such courage and resolve admirable.  It’s something 
that I want to honor as their advocate.  

 
 
    Our clients look to us as the people who are supposed to fight for them to get that fair-shake.  The 
problem for many of them comes when they see us as complicit with the same system that clears cops.  They 
tell us that they are not guilty and we, as their advocates (who they look to for that “fair-shake”), tell them 
that they don’t understand and that they should still take a plea.  When we believe the police and what the 
police say in offense reports over them at first blush without hearing their side of things, our clients see us as 
complicit.  When we as their lawyers have that conversation about how bad their case is over and over again, 
they stop hoping and start seeing us as complicit.    
   Our clients’ feelings about the system regarding police as more credible than them is playing out in this 
case.  Even though there were reports that almost a dozen neighbors who were interviewed said they didn’t 
hear police announce their presence, hearing the prosecutor who’s office presented the case to the grand jury 
resolutely state that “police announced themselves when they knocked on the door” confirms it.  The only 
other people who could have said that “police announced themselves” in this case were the police.  It tells 
you that his office was in the Grand Jury room presenting as “truth” the statements of the police.  It’s one 
reason why he feels confident enough to resolutely state that officers who took part in the raid were 
ultimately "justified in their use of force."  He resolutely believed the police.   
    If we are open to it, understanding this can help us understand our clients’ feelings about the criminal 
justice system.  My understanding it, makes me further resolved not be complicit. 
    The whole thing has the feel of election year politics.  It feels like a blistering decision not based on truth, 
but on politics.  Not based on the value of Breonna Taylor’s life and right and wrong, but based on haste and 
expedience.  If you are like me, you expected this and had little faith in a Mitch McConnell protégé who 
spoke at the RNC Convention to deliver any meaningful since of fairness.  When you read quotes like "I 
know that not everyone will be satisfied with the charges announced today," AG Daniel Cameron said before 
railing against celebrities, influencers and activists, specifically those outside Kentucky, who "will try to tell us 
how to feel, suggesting they understand the facts of this case, that they know our community and the 
commonwealth better than we do — but they don't."  And when you read that in a news conference recently, 
“President Donald Trump called Cameron "a star" and read Cameron's statement declaring that "justice is 
not easy... "Really brilliant Kentucky attorney general, Daniel Cameron, very fantastic job," Trump said. "I 
think he is a star. ... I heard that. I said write that down for me, please, because I think it was a terrific 
statement. He's handling it very well. You know who he is. I think everyone now knows who he is…" You 
can understand why our clients don’t have faith in the criminal justice system.  You see why they question the 
truth in it.  And you distance yourself from it when you talk to them. 
I am not surprised.  Neither will be any of my clients.  Prepare yourselves for the conversations with your 
clients that may come. 

 

 

TRIAL TIPS:  

LET YOUR WORD BE YOUR BOND  

 

  
DAMON PARRISH, II  

FELONY TRIAL TEAM LEAD 

 

There is a phrase I heard in my household 
growing up: “Don’t let your mouth write 
checks your butt can’t cash.”  Cool phrase 
which basically means watch what you say and 
be prepared to back it up.  Our words mean 
nothing if our actions aren’t in alliance with 
those words.  When we say will fight, then 
we must fight.  And in this profession, we 
must fight.  We must continue to give it our all 
until we know we can give no more. 

 “Don’t leave any meat on the bone,” is 
another family favorite.  The fight is long, hard 
and often its own reward, but what a reward it 
is!  At every hearing, motion setting, approach 
or trial…. Fight and continue to remind 
anyone listening that you are a fighter and are 
always ready to fight. 

.  
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Saif’s Amazing Case Law Update 

SAIF KAZIM 
APD, FELONY TRIAL DIVISION 

 

This time these cases are organized into three categories based on my totally subjective judgment: 
“More Interesting”, “Interesting”, with a bonus category called “Cool Dissents (and a Concurrence).” 
 
More Interesting 
 
Igboji v. State, No. 14-17-00838-CR (Tex. App – Houston [14th Dist.], Sep. 22, 2020) (Hassan, J.). 

• The Fourteenth Court of Appeals reversed a denial of a motion to suppress in an aggravated 
robbery case, where a police officer seized the accused’s cell phone before a valid search warrant 
was issued. The court held that no exigent circumstances existed justifying the warrantless 
seizure even though the officer believed that a relevant video may have existed on the accused’s 
Snapchat profile and that the video may soon become inaccessible due to Snapchat’s automatic 
deletion feature.  

 
Kissire v. State, No. 05-19-00307 (Tex. App. – Dallas, Aug. 31, 2020) 

• The Fifth Court of Appeals reversed a theft (between $30,000 and $150,000) conviction because 
the State failed to allege aggregation of three individual check thefts in the indictment, with each 
one check being less than $30,000 in value. The judgment was modified to reflect a single state 
jail level theft conviction (under $30,000) rather than the third degree felony. 

 
Thedford v. State, No. 05-18-00884-CR (Tex. App. – Dallas, Aug. 28, 2020) (not designated for 
publication) 

• The Fifth Court of Appeals reversed a criminally negligent homicide conviction because the 
evidence was insufficient to prove that a father accidentally forgetting a child in a hot car due to 
the effects of prescribed sleeping medication was a “gross deviation from the standard of care… 
under all the circumstances as viewed from the actor’s standpoint.” The majority opinion relied 
heavily on the findings of an expert witness on brain and memory function that testified about 
the effects of sleep deprivation on different neurological systems. 

 
Macedo v. State, No. 14-19-00386-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [14th Dist.], Sep. 15, 2020). 

• The Fourteenth Court of Appeals reversed a sentence of life on a murder conviction and 
ordered a new punishment trial where the trial court admitted into evidence at punishment an 
offense report of an extraneous act over hearsay and Confrontation Clause objections. Go 
Miranda! 

 
Vawter v. State, No. 09-20-0038-CR (Tex. App. – Beaumont, Sep. 16, 2020) (not designated for 
publication) 

• The Ninth Court of Appeals affirmed an order suppressing evidence where the trial court found 
the officer’s testimony incredible. The officer testified that he smelled marijuana from inside a 
car and observed a weapon in plain view inside the car before the car door was even opened. 

 
Ex Parte Sheffield, No. 07-20-00216-CR (Tex. App. – Amarillo, Sep. 17, 2020) (not designated for 
publication). 

• The Seventh Court of Appeals reversed a denial of relief on a motion for a speedy trial, holding 
that COVID-19 restrictions on trials did not suspend the constitutional guarantee of a speedy 
trial where the State is ready, the accused is incarcerated, and the Office of Court Administration 
has provided a mechanism for trials to be conducted with prior approval. 

 
Inthalangsy v. State, No. 14-18-00205-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [14th Dist.], Sep. 24, 2020) (Hassan, J.) 

• The Fourteenth Court of Appeals reversed a capital murder conviction where the 178th District 
Court improperly admitted evidence of the eventual murder of a complainant where the accused 
was only charged with kidnapping that complainant and no sufficient evidence existed linking 
the accused to the murder. The court held that the evidence of the eventual murder was 
irrelevant and also presented a significant risk of undue prejudice. 

 
 
Somewhat Interesting 
 
Reed v. State, No. 10-19-00363-CR (Tex. App. - Waco, Aug. 26., 2020)  

• The Tenth Court of Appeals reversed a conviction of attempted sexual assault because the jury 
instructions for the lesser included attempted sexual assault failed to specify the manner and 
means that were charged for the indicted sexual assault. 

 
 
State v. Muniz, No. 13-19-00090-CR (Tex. App. - Corpus Christi, Aug. 27, 2020) (not designated for 
publication) 

• The Thirteenth Court of Appeals affirmed an order granting a new trial where the State failed to 
disclose to the defense prior to trial that a State's witness had been indicted for the same 
incident and that the indictment had been dismissed. 

 
Kelly v. State, No. 06-30-00013-CR (Tex. App. – Texarkana, Sep. 18, 2020) (not designated for 
publication) 

 

POETRY CORNER 

Poetry makes the hard parts of life easier to bear, and makes 

the joyful parts more beautiful. Each month, Appellate 

Division Chief Jani Maselli Wood will share a poem that is 

meaningful to her in some way. If you would like to submit a 

poem for consideration, please email Jani.  

__________________________________________ 

     

I would like to dedicate this poem to all of us – who 

lose people so dear and yet continue to live in the 

face of sadness. -JMW 

  

What the Living Do 

Marie Howe 

  

Johnny, the kitchen sink has been clogged for days, 

some utensil probably fell down there. 

And the Drano won't work but smells dangerous, 

and the crusty dishes have piled up 

  

waiting for the plumber I still haven't called. This is 

the everyday we spoke of. 

It's winter again: the sky's a deep, headstrong blue, 

and the sunlight pours through 

  

the open living-room windows because the heat's on 

too high in here and I can't turn it off. 

For weeks now, driving, or dropping a bag of 

groceries in the street, the bag breaking, 

  

I've been thinking: This is what the living do. And 

yesterday, hurrying along those 

wobbly bricks in the Cambridge sidewalk, spilling 

my coffee down my wrist and sleeve, 

  

I thought it again, and again later, when buying a 

hairbrush: This is it. 

Parking. Slamming the car door shut in the cold. 

What you called that yearning. 

  

What you finally gave up. We want the spring to 

come and the winter to pass. We want 

whoever to call or not call, a letter, a kiss—we want 

more and more and then more of it. 

  

But there are moments, walking, when I catch a 

glimpse of myself in the window glass, 

say, the window of the corner video store, and I'm 

gripped by a cherishing so deep 

  

for my own blowing hair, chapped face, and 

unbuttoned coat that I'm speechless: 

I am living. I remember you. 
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• The Sixth Court of Appeals held that the jury charge was erroneous because the aggravated 
assault mens rea in the charge was consistent with a “nature of conduct” as opposed to a “result 
of conduct” offense. The court affirmed because the error was not egregiously harmful. 

 
Garretson v. State, Nos. 14-18-00918, 14-18-00919 (Tex. App. – Houston [14th Dist.], Sep. 1, 2020) 

• The Fourteenth Court of Appeals reversed a judgment where the accused was illegally sentenced 
to a probated sentence exceeding the statutory maximum following a plea bargain. The Court 
vacated a sua sponte nunc pro tunc order adjusting the illegal sentence and held that the accused 
must be allowed to withdraw his plea. 

 
Ayala v. State, No. 04-19-00593-CR (Tex. App. – San Antonio, Sep. 23, 2020) 

• The Fourth Court of Appeals reversed an assault conviction where the trial court denied a self-
defense instruction on “confession and avoidance” grounds. The court held that even though 
the accused denied injuring the complainant in the manner that she claimed, he still 
acknowledged using some physical force against her and thus still merited a self defense 
instruction 

 
Black v. State, No. 08-19-00259-CR (Tex. App. – El Paso, Sep. 15, 2020) (not designated for publication) 

• The Eighth Court of Appeals held that the accused did not “open the door” to the admission of 
otherwise inadmissible prior convictions when he acknowledged while testifying that he had 
“quite a bit” of trouble with the law. 

 
 
Cool Dissents (and a Concurrence) 
 

Pacas v. State, Nos. 01-18-01016-CR, 01-18-01018-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [1st Dist.] Sep. 22, 2020) 
(dissent) (Goodman, J.) 

• Justice Goodman argues that Article I, section 10 of the Texas Constitution creates an absolute, 
non-waivable requirement that felony offenses be tried by a jury, a position that if adopted 
would invalidate all plea bargaining.  In the opinion, he outlines his legal reasoning and also 
explores the history of plea bargaining and how the system coerces pleas and contributes to 
mass incarceration. 

 
Hernandez v. State, No. 14-19-00254 (Tex. App. – Houston [14th Dist.], Sep. 22, 2020) (dissent) (Hassan, 
J.) 

• In a powerful dissent that is worth a close reading, Justice Hassan forcefully argues for 
providing meaningful remedies to the accused when the State fails its Brady and Michael Morton 
Act obligations. Among other things, she argues that (1) motions for a continuance need not be 
sworn and in writing when they are made on the same basis as a motion for a mistrial, (2) a 
failure to disclose complex evidence crucial to the State’s case, even if it is unintentional, affects 
the fundamental fairness of the adversarial system and thus should not be subject to the typical 
rules of preservation and harm, and (3) in the case of late disclosures, the defense should at the 
very least be given a proper opportunity to investigate and develop the factual record to prove a 
Brady violation or request a spoliation instruction. 

 
Sanders v. State, No. 14-19-00569 (Tex. App. – Houston [14th Dist.] Sep. 24, 2020) (concurrence) 
(Hassan, J.) 

• In this opinion, Justice Hassan notes her reservations with the procedures for proving the 
identity of the probationer at motion to adjudicate hearings. She suggests that perhaps a burden 
higher than preponderance is appropriate considering a person’s liberty is at stake, and expresses 
concern at the State’s reliance on hearsay to prove identity in this particular case.  

 
Jaimes v. State, No. 14-18-00791 (Tex. App. – Houston [14th Dist.], Aug. 27, 2020) (dissent) (Bourliot, 
J.) 

• Justice Bourliot argues that a trial court’s failure to provide a hearing-assistance interpreter was a 
violation of Due Process, where the accused could not understand key parts of the trial due to a 
hearing impairment. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

  

AND THEN THERE WERE TWO… 

 

The “Ray of Sunshine” that you know and love joined 

the office back in May 2016. Four glorious and 

trouble-free years later, we have seen each other 

through thick and thin. Including a doubling in the 

number of staff, the creation of four new divisions, 

and going to battle against a very angry storm system 

named Harvey. The storm resulted in the PDO having 

to share some very cramped space at 1301, the Law 

Library and the Admin Basement, and led to the 

office getting to know each other far more than 

human beings probably should. We have also taken 

over the 12th floor, and most recently have had to 

endure the Pandemic and our esteemed federal 

government’s response. It has been a rollercoaster, to 

say the least. 

 

Nevertheless, I am very excited to announce that I 

will soon be getting some much-needed assistance… 

 

 
 

It is my pleasure to announce Rei Umali has accepted 

the position of IT Assistant; he will be joining our 

office starting Monday, October 12, 2020. So, if you 

happen to see a new face on October 12, let Rei know 

that you are excited about him joining our team. 

 

 

Rei has worked in IT (in various roles) over the past 

eight years and brings a wealth of knowledge and 

experience. Rei’s Bachelor’s Degree is from the 

University of Houston – Victoria, where he majored 

in Computer Information Systems. 

 

  

 

In his spare time, Rei is either tearing up the dance 

floor at the country clubs or enjoying the latest eats 

Houston has to offer. He is also a car and motorcycle 

enthusiast, looking for any reason to hit the long and 

winding roads. 

 

That “(Ray/Rei) of Sunshine” just got whole lot 

brighter! 

 

With Rei joining the, hmm… IT Department? IT 

Division? Hall of Justice?... we’ll workshop that… 

there will be some changes. Scary, right? Don’t 

worry, it won’t happen overnight. Rei and I will have 

some brainstorming to do as how-to handle your 

technical inquires and requests. This more likely 

means… a ticketing system. 

Brace yourself. Change is coming. 

BONUS: COOL COMPUTER TRICK 

Lock your computer in seconds without even 

touching your mouse: Windows Key + L Key 

TECH CORNER:  

RAY TO THE SECOND POWER 
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PDO PET OF THE MONTH 

Veronica and Luis’ Cat Quartet 
NICHOLAS SMITH, APD MMH 

The household of 2 of our PDO family, Veronica Campos and Luis 
Garcia, appears on the outside to be just a normal home to the loving 
couple; but on the inside, the feline reigns supreme.  Making their 
appearance in Houston, after their long journey from the beautiful 
Puerto Rico, we have Simba (7) La Mami (7) and Mauro (6).  Living 
their best life as the 3 best friends anyone could have, changes by their 2 
legged food suppliers soon shook up the home.  Discussions between 
Luis and Veronica revolved around adoption of a 4th pet and although 
Veronica insisted they get one, Luis was hesitant.  In the end they 
compromised, like any married couple would, and got a 4th cat.  Enter 
Ori, a 2 year old mischievous cutie, rescued from Houston Pets Alive, 
who spends his days protecting his momma, as she experiences the 
world of pregnancy.  12/10 would recommend a cat to be your 
pregnancy buddy! 
 

 

  

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
TED WOOD 

APD, APPELLATE DIVISION 

  HB 2613 (86th Legislative Session) – Stash Houses 

 
  feugiat id 

porttitor a, 

scelerisque 

non purus. 

Sed ac 

fermentum 

velit. In vitae 

mollis quam. 

Praesent sit 

amet 

maximus 

eros, quis 

mollis odio. 

Nunc eget 

dignissim 

 

 

Quod Stultus Viverra 
Cartoons Fresh From the Gallows 

 

Effective Date: 09-01-19 

Author: Rep. John Frullo (R), Lubbock 

Relevant Statute: Texas Penal Code, Section 20.07 

Every legislative session, our Legislature comes up with new crimes. This month’s column informs you about another one. 

A “stash house” is a house where weapons and drugs are hidden. It can also be a house where illegal immigrants or trafficked persons are held. This is 

the sense in which the term is used on this bill. 

The bill creates a new Class A misdemeanor for knowingly using, or permitting another person to use, “any real estate, building, room, tent, vehicle, 

boat, or other property owned by the person or under the person’s control to commit” certain offenses undere the Penal Code. Those offenses are 

smuggling of persons (Section 20.05), continuous smuggling of persons (Section 20.06), trafficking of persons (Section 20A.02), continuous 

trafficking of persons (Section 20A.03), aggravated promotion of prostitution (Section 43.04), and compelling prostitution (Section 43.05). 

Typically, if a person commits an offense under this law (Section 20.07), he or she has also committed a more serious offense. The statute specifically 

states that the person can be prosecuted for this offense and for the other offense. 

I am uncertain how often charges are brought under this new statute. But it is certainly possible. In any event, if you had not heard about this before, 

you have now been informed. 
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est. Donec 

eget justo nec 

turpis cursus 

convallis 

eget nec erat. 

Nullam vel 

pellentesque 

leo. Proin id 

euis- mod 

turpis, sit 

amet suscipit 

mauris. Sed 

sed 

ullamcorper 

lectus. Sed 

eros nisi, 

consequat et 

auctor vel, 

placerat quis 

massa. 

Mauris 

elementum 

efficitur diam 

elementum 

vulpu- tate. 

Integer 

ullamcorper 

ligula quis 

enim 

efficitur, non 

pellentesque 

nunc 

facilisis. Sed 

mollis et arcu 

vitae suscipit. 

Etiam 

sceleris- que 

ante vel nibh 

bibendum, et 

interdum 

odio 

venenatis. 

Mauris 

congue 

venenatis 

nibh, vitae 

condimentum 

massa varius 

vel. Lorem 

ipsum dolor 

sit amet, 

consectetur 

adipiscing 

elit. Fusce 

vel laoreet 

orci. In eget 

auctor mi. 

CLIENT ADVOCATES:  
FREEEEEEE MONEYYYYYYY!!!!!! 

*for qualifying individuals 
**some conditions may apply 

***limited time offer 

 
 

October 15 is the deadline for those who have yet to file their taxes or non-
filers forms to submit those documents to the IRS to receive their stimulus 
checks before the end of the year. Any and all of our clients are eligible to 
receive stimulus checks so long as they are not claimed as dependents by 
another person. With many of the people we serve going in and out of jail 
for extended periods of time, dealing with homelessness and suffering from 
underemployment it is easy for them to not have taken advantage of this 
federal program due to their other preoccupations. 
 Please ask your clients if they and their families have received their stimulus 
checks and, if not, if they’d like help with getting their documentation 
completed and submitted. Advocates are more than happy to assist them.  

 
  
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Rahmel 

 

KNIT CLUBBIN’  

__________________________________________________ 
 

SUMMER KNIT-ALONG 
_____________________________________ 

. 
This summer the ever-intrepid and never-daunted Knit Club 
set out to complete their first-ever knit-along. Results were 
mixed, but several of Knit Club’s finest and most devoted 
knitters were able to finish the job. Anonymous knit-club 
husbands model the final products of these labors of love. 
The pattern used was “Church Mouse Yarns Sideways 
Triangle Scarf.”  
 
*Note, although all partners depicted here are the male 
partners of female knitters, Knit Club is all-inclusive and 
welcomes all genders, identities, and orientations. This is not 
a “girl’s club.” We miss very much our once-devoted male 
colleague, Stephen Touchstone, who will remain in our hearts 
as the guy who needs to go “Get some dip and order me 
some yarn.” Come back to us, Mr. Mustard! 
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Answer Key:  
 
Across:   Down:    
2. BossOgg  1. Lab 
4.Keto   3. Spiderman 
7. BuninRunnin 5. Miranda 
8. Bagel  6. Babyshower 
9. YourHonor 
10. RickJames 

Cross- Examination 
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DEFENDER TIMES 

  

     BETSY CORN 

 
1        

  
MMH APD Amanda Koons submits this month’s recipe.  
 
About a month ago Betsy Stukes casually sent a group text about what she 
cooked with the random stuff left in her fridge: “I accidentally made 
something delicious…” I happened to have the same random stuff left in 
my fridge so I made it- the outcome is basically the quickest and simplest 
version of esquites possible, and it instantly became my boyfriend’s 
favorite side dish. He now requests “Betsy corn” weekly and I make it to 
clear out the odds and ends of the week’s groceries. Betsy is a problem-
solving dinner genius, so here is her recipe in her own words: 
  
“You cut up jalapeno and onion into tiny pieces, cook them in some 
butter, add corn, cook for a while, add some dairy product (I used half and 
half bc we had it), and let it cook down for a while, then put chili powder 
in it.” 
  
I’ve used all forms of corn (cut from the cob, frozen, canned) and all forms 
of milk (2%, cream, oatmilk), and have thrown in bell peppers, green 
chilies, tomatoes, or diced zucchini, whatever needed to be used up. Can 
you tell I’ve already made this a million times? Betsy corn is very 
adaptable and every version I’ve made has been amazing, I couldn’t keep 
it to myself. 
  

 

 

Chapter and Verse 

ALLISON MATHIS, APD POST-CONVICTIONS 

Dear and Beloved Colleagues,  

Here we are, pushing forth into the month of October and as yet we are 

not even through the first chapter of this monstrous CCP, this albatross, 

this millstone, this student-loan of all possible Codes. But this month we 

will do our best, as we always do, to chug ahead, in this never-ending 

pandemic, to Art. 1.24, “Public Trial.” “The proceedings and trials in all 

courts shall be public.” Doomp. End of sentence. Of course that’s not the 

end of the real sentence, though. Like most of our unlucky clients, it’s 

what comes after the sentence that does you in…the parole/annotations.  

Lily v. State, 365 S.W. 3d 321, tells us about how judges can allow closure 

of “an accused’s trial or any part thereof.” (1) The party seeking to close 

the proceeding must advance a “overriding interest” that he is likely to be 

prejudiced (so we know the court can’t do this sua sponte, at least); (2) the 

closure must be no broader than it has to be to protect that interest; (3) the 

Court has to consider reasonable alternatives to closure and (4)it has to 

make findings to support the closure. That’s a lot of steps.  

Interestingly, the right to a public trial isn’t only held by the defendant. It’s 

also held by the public. It’s not an absolute right for either, but it’s not so 

simple as waiving it away.  

Your Darling Allison pretends to remember the days of the King’s (or 

Queen’s) Star Chamber, back in the Tudor days, in which those muckety-

mucks too effete to be tried in lower courts could be comfortably tried in 

private by the biggest of wigs. Though in theory this seemed like a good 

idea, like many good ideas it quickly turned into a literal torture chamber 

where high-ranking enemies of the Crown were quietly, un-due-processily, 

beaten, branded with irons, and forced to have their…various parts cut 

off. Yes, they carried out these gruesome punishments on very expensive 

rugs in privy chambers.  

It was probably the Star Chambers and their echoing injustices that 

terrified our Founding Fathers into including the right to a public trial into 

our constitution. My dear friend William Blackstone commented that it 

kept everyone honest to have public trials, and it prevented judges from 

overstepping as much. Maybe that is true, or maybe sitting and watching 

trials is just a long-standing form of human entertainment, akin to Roman 

bread and circuses. 

 But sometimes as we sit in court checking our phones and waiting for the 

ever-later chance to approach the bench and deal with our cases, we 

should remember to pay attention to what’s going on. To sit with arms 

crossed as a silent and effective observer when judges are doing the wrong 

thing. To take notes, obviously. To raise an eyebrow and stare down the 

State as a member of the great and powerful mob, exercising our right to 

be present.  

Love Always,  

Allison 

 

 

 

WORK ANNIVERSARIES 
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