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Chief’s Message:  

Brace Yourself, BIG Things Are Happening 

BY: ALEX BUNIN, CHIEF  

A new year brings new challenges. At the last Commissioners 

Court session, in December, a report was presented by the Justice 

Administration Department (JAD) entitled, “Justice for All: A 

Proposal to Expand the Harris County Public Defender’s Office 

and Create a Model Indigent Defense System.” The 23-page 

document was prepared by JAD, the Texas Indigent Defense 

Commission (TIDC) and our office. It outlined a drastic two-year 

expansion, ultimately allocating a 50 percent share of all 

appointed adult criminal, juvenile and appellate cases to the 

PDO. 
  

The proposal doubles the current staff of the office. That would 

be an additional 107 lawyers, 17 investigators, 19 administrators 

and 16 social workers, four peer navigators and a psychologist. 

This expands all divisions, including holistic services. It would 

increase the entire PDO budget to more than $40M. 

  
Has something like this been attempted before? No. I have 

opened four PDOs before and none were initially larger than a 

few dozen employees. The largest PDOs in the nation expanded 

over a longer time and had no comparable growth spurts. 

However, this expansion will have the full funding of Harris 

County. That kind of support is rare. 

  
Can it work? Yes. There is enough time and money to do it. 

Space is an issue, but the county is committed to solving that 

also. 
  

Will it happen? Probably. There is no final answer until a budget 

is approved. Budget hearings are starting, but Commissioners 

Court will not approve a final 2021-22 budget until February. 

The new fiscal year begins March 1st. We have requested about 

half of the total expansion to occur this coming year. Next year is 

a separate discussion. 
  

This year will be busy. It may never be “normal,” since the 

courts will be backlogged for months even after the pandemic is 

no longer an obstacle. However, at some point, we will be able to 

work together, mostly in our own offices. I look forward to 

seeing you without virtual backgrounds or household 

distractions.■ 
 

 

 

 
APD Tanisha Arline and AA Alex Compean with just part of the haul of 

donations from the successful winter clothing drive benefitting Star of Hope.  

APD Arline Sees Freeze,  

Stocks Frocks, Totes Coats 

BY: P.Q. DREADFUL, STAFF WRITER 

    As the Bail Hearing Division’s Tanisha Arline was driving to work one chilly 
morning this fall, she saw something we all see far too often: a person 
experiencing homelessness. But instead of turning away as many of us are 
accustomed to doing, Tanisha looked at the man. “He had a coat draped over his 
body, but it was too small and he kept adjusting it, trying to cover his face while 
his arms were still covered,” Tanisha remembers. “I talked to Bao and Mandy 
about it that shift and said, ‘We should have done a clothing drive.’ Mandy said 
something along the lines of “Should have? It’s not too late…’”  
    That was all Tanisha needed to hear. She enlisted help from Alex Compean, the 
division’s indispensable assistant, and sent out an email. Soon, donations of winter 
clothes and blankets started pouring in, as well as cash. Donations quickly 
exceeded anyone’s expectations, with new bags full of items appearing each day. 
Cash donations ended up coming in right at $500, which was then used to buy a 
huge overflowing cart full of sweaters, coats, blankets, socks and gloves from 
Marshall’s for the drive (not pictured is a very pregnant APD Allison Mathis 
waddling seven giant Marshall’s bags full of clothes to the relocated Bail Hearing 
office and being laughed at by the three police officers lounging in the lobby of 
1301, none of whom even offered to open a door for her, thankyouverymuch).    
    Juvenile Division Chief Steve Halpert used the drive as an opportunity to clean 
out his closet- til it hurt! Steve donated a whopping ten full suits, and well over 100 
shirts, slacks, jackets, and ties! Who knew he was such a clothes horse? 
    Tanisha, Alex, and APD Annie Marion arranged to drop off the massive 
donations at Star of Hope on a rainy Saturday in December. “I actually found 
meaning in pushing through the storm,” said Tanisha, “even though we couldn’t 
see well, we persevered through it and when we got there, there was light at the 
end. Sometimes you have to weather some storms to get to the good stuff and I 

am super grateful to Alex and Annie for giving their Saturday to do just that.” ■  
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TEN YEARS OF HCPDO!  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
By: Lucinda Serpentine, Editorial Staff 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The doors of our office have now been open for ten solid years- and what a decade it has been! 
From humble beginnings with just a few lawyers and support staff to the large and powerful 
force our office has become, the HCPDO continues to strive to provide excellent 
representation for indigent clients, as well as community outreach and support for the private 
bar.  

Recent studies of our office have indicated that our representation tends to provide better 
results than traditional court-appointed counsel, including a higher rate of dismissals, no-bills, 
and deferred sentencing outcomes than private appointed counsel. Our lawyers also go to trial 
more often, and our appellate lawyers have higher success rates than court appointed private 
counsel.  

So what is it that we have that makes us so special? This author would suggest that our access 
to resources, including support staff, investigators, social workers, holistic resources, and peer 
review have helped us achieve positive results. Something as small as not having to petition a 
court for money for an investigator, for example, is one of the myriad ways that PDO lawyer 
life is set up for greater success.  

But one of the questions these studies have not answered is whether our office will continue 
to perform to such a high standard. For the first time in many years, the PDO is in a position 
to hire and train new lawyers, hire lawyers whose previous experience is as a prosecutor, and 
hire lawyers who have experience in practice areas other than criminal law. All of these 
things can enrich our representation greatly, but they are also new challenges. Onboarding 
employees during a time when we have little physical presence in the office is another test.  

As our office continues to grow and take over a bigger percentage of the indigent defense 
caseload in Harris County, I know we will all endeavor to keep up the amazing work of the 
people who started this office. There will surely be growing pains, disagreements, and 
changes, but hopefully we will all continue to place emphasis where it needs to be: the clients 
and the work that goes into representing them compassionately and effectively. .■.■ 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

POET’S CORNER 
 

 

\  
Appellate Division Chief Jani Maselli Wood 
shares poetry that is meaningful to hear in each 
issue of the Defender Times.  
 
Mercy 
Nikki Giovanni 
 
She asked me to kill the spider 
Instead, I got the most 
peaceful weapons I can find 
  
I take a cup and a napkin. 
I catch the spider, put it outside 
and allow it to walk away 
  
If I am ever caught in the wrong place 
at the wrong place, just being alive 
and not bothering anyone, 
  
I hope I am greeted 
with the same kind 
of mercy. 
  
  
Nikki Giovanni has a wonderful new book out 
called Make Me Rain: Poems & Prose.  If you are 
interested, I have a signed first edition copy that I 
will give away.  Send me an email before 
February 15, 2012 at 10:00 am.  I will let Alex draw 
the winner after that time.  What better way to 
show friendship is there than through Nikki 
Giovanni poetry? 
  
The second poem this issue is from HCPDO’s 
investigator, Pedro Ayarzagoitia. Pedro writes, “I 
am a veteran of many battles.  In such, I saw 
many fellow soldiers killed in action.  I don’t 
know if this is a prayer or a poem.  However, I 
often say it or post it, when I heard that a soldier 
has died.” 
  
Finally brother, the battles are over.  
For that day has come, that you can lay down your 
burden and make war no more. 
Make war no more.  Make war no more. 
See you on the other side.                                       
 



 

PAGE 3 

DEFENDER TIMES 

 

SAIF’S AMAZING 

CASE LAW UPDATE! 

SAIF KAZIM 

 
APD, FELONY TRIAL DIVISION 

Haggard v. State, No. PD-0635-19 (Tex. Crim. App., Dec. 9, 2020) 

· The Court of Criminal Appeals reversed convictions for sexual assault of a child and indecency because the trial 
court allowed a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner to testify remotely with two-way video in violation of the 

Confrontation Clause. The Court held that such testimony is only permitted after a case-specific finding that remote 

testimony is necessary to achieve an important public policy purpose. Here, the examiner’s personal inconvenience and the State’s failure to subpoena her did 

not justify admitted her testimony. 
 

Torres v. State, No. 01-18-01074-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [1st Dist.] Dec. 22, 2020) 

· The First District reversed an adjudication of guilt where the evidence was insufficient to find that the accused violated conditions of community supervision. 

Notably, the court held that when a program terminates a probationer, the trial court must determine whether the termination was a reasonable exercise of 
discretion by the program before adjudicating guilt on that basis. Here, the accused was terminated by SAFPF, but the probation officer had no first-hand 

knowledge of the reasons for termination, a report from SAFPF contained only conclusory allegations of misconduct, and the accused had otherwise done well 
in the program. In a concurring opinion, Justice Keyes argued that the Confrontation Clause fully applies to hearings on motions to adjudicate guilt. Go Cheri! 
 

State v. Brent, No. 01-19-01008-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [1st Dist.] Dec. 10, 2020) 

· The First District affirmed a grant of judicial clemency where the accused requested that her conviction be set aside and dismissed under article 42A.701(f) 

over two and a half years after completing probation. The court held that such a grant of clemency is within the trial court’s discretion at any time after 
probation is discharged. Go Miranda! 

 

State v. Chen, 14-19-00372-CR, 14-19-00373-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [14th Dist.] Dec. 31, 2020) 

· The Fourteenth District held that the electronic communications harassment statute in Penal Code 42.07(a)(7) is facially unconstitutional under the First 

Amendment. The statute is overbroad because it prohibits a wide swath of electronic communications. For example, the statute could conceivably cover the 

sharing of an “annoying” political social media posts even if it is not directed towards a specific person. 
 

Roland v. State, No. 01-19-00752-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [1st Dist.] Dec. 15, 2020) (Landau, J.) 
· The First District vacated and dismissed a conviction for the misdemeanor offense of official oppression because the county court at law lacked subject matter 
jurisdiction over the case. Under article 4.05 and controlling case law, only district courts have subject matter jurisdiction over misdemeanors involving official 

misconduct. 

 

Randle v. State, No. 01-19-00916-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [1st Dist.] Dec. 17, 2020) (not designated for publication) 

· The First District reversed an adjudication of guilt because the State failed to prove that a positive THC drug test 33 days after the start of supervision was not 

a result of drug use prior to the start of supervision. At the hearing, both State’s witnesses conceded that the positive result could have been due to pre-
probation marijuana use. 

 

State v. Baldwin, 14-19-00154-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [14th Dist.] Dec. 10, 2020) (en banc) (Bourliot, J.) 

· The Fourteenth District sitting en banc affirmed an order suppressing evidence from a cell phone search in a murder case because the search warrant affidavit 
failed to set forth facts establishing probable cause. The phone was not sufficiently connected to the crime where the evidence only showed that it was found in 

a car that had been at the crime scene the day before the murder and was the same color as the perpetrator’s car. 
 
Laflash v. State, No. 01-18-00600-CR (Tex. App. – Houston [1st Dist.] Dec. 10, 2020) 

· The First District abated and remanded an adjudication of guilt where the trial court failed to conduct an inquiry into the accused’s competency to stand trial 

during the hearing on the motion to adjudicate guilty, even though the competency issue was not raised when the accused initially pleaded guilty. 

 
Ex Parte Tucker, 03-20-00372-CR (Tex. App. – Austin, Dec. 31, 2020) 

· The Third District reversed a denial of habeas relief where the accused was in custody for over 90 days without indictment. The court held that the Supreme 

Court’s COVID-related orders did not permit the trial court to extend the 90-day readiness deadline under article 17.151. 

 
Avalos v. State, 04-19-00192-CR, 04-19-00193-CR (Tex. App. – San Antonio, Dec. 30, 2020) (en banc) 

· The Fourth District sitting en banc reversed mandatory sentences of life without parole for an intellectually disabled adult convicted of two counts of capital 
murder. The Court held that under the Eighth Amendment, intellectually disabled adults must be afforded the opportunity to present mitigating evidence 

pertaining to their disability before life without parole can be imposed. 
 

Witcher v. State, No. 06-20-00040-CR (Tex. App – Texarkana, Dec. 21, 2020) (not designated for publication) 

· The Sixth District reversed a conviction for continuous sexual abuse of a young child because the evidence was insufficient to establish that the abuse took 
place over a period of thirty days or more. A rational jury could not have concluded that the timing element was satisfied where witnesses in the case only 

vaguely referenced a possible start date for the abuse. 
 

Patterson v. State, No. 10-19-00243 (Tex. App. – Waco, Dec. 9, 2020) (not designated for publication) 

· The Tenth District reversed convictions for possession of a controlled substance in a search warrant case because the trial court abused its discretion in 

denying a motion to suppress. The search warrant did not meet the Fourth Amendment specificity requirement because it only described the college fraternity 
house but not the accused’s specific bedroom within the house where drugs were found. The court held that the accused has a distinct expectation of privacy in 

his bedroom in a fraternity house separate from the common areas of the home. 
 

Green v. State, No. 13-18-00690-CR (Tex. App. – Corpus Christi, Dec. 22, 2020) (not designated for publication) 

· The Thirteenth District reversed a conviction for engaging in organized criminal activity because the evidence was insufficient to show that the three co-
defendants conspired the commit murder with the requisite intent to participate in a 

“combination” as defined by Penal Code 71.01(a). The court held that to establish the existence of a “combination,” the State must prove that the parties 
intended to work together in a continuing course of criminal activities. Mere conspiracy to commit one murder was insufficient. 

.■ 
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PDO PET OF THE MONTH 

Friends in SLOW places… 
NICHOLAS SMITH, APD MMH 

 

As we turn the page from 2020 into 2021, we may be feeling an 
overall exhaustion.  It may be exhaustion from work, exhaustion 
from politics, exhaustion from the uncertainty of life, or exhaustion 
of the extra-ness of the DA's office.  Whatever you may be 
feelings, let's try to strive to be like our PDO pets (belonging to 
Troy Jefferson), Auzi (furry) Junior (shell-y) and remember, that 
you always have a friend in your corner, no matter how 
unlikely.  The PDO is a great place to work because of our 
awesome team.  12/10 friends until the end. 
 

 

 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
TED WOOD 

APD, APPELLATE DIVISION 

WELCOME TO THE 87th LEGISLATURE! 

 
  feugiat id 

porttitor a, 

scelerisque 

non purus. 

Sed ac 

fermentum 

velit. In vitae 

mollis quam. 

Praesent sit 

amet 

maximus 

eros, quis 

mollis odio. 

Nunc eget 

dignissim 

est. Donec 

eget justo nec 

turpis cursus 

convallis 

eget nec erat. 

Nullam vel 

pellentesque 

leo. Proin id 

euis- mod 

turpis, sit 

amet suscipit 

mauris. Sed 

 

 

Quod Stultus Viverra 
Cartoons Fresh From the Gallows 

 

The 87th session of the Texas Legislature has just begun, so I thought I would share a few fast facts with you about the upcoming session. 

Many of you already know these things. But to some of you, this may be new information. 

The first day of the session was Tuesday, January 12th. The last day to file bills is exactly two months later – Friday, March 12th. And the last 

day of the session will be Monday, May 31st. 

Texas has a bicameral legislature. In other words, we have two legislative houses. One is the Senate. The other is the House of Representatives. 

(By the way, only one state – Nebraska – does not have a bicameral legislature.) 

There are 150 members of our Texas House of Representatives. Going into the 2020 election, there were 83 Republicans and 67 Democrats. 

Democrats were openly hoping to flip a number of seats in the election so they would gain control of the House. This did not happen. No seats 

were flipped at all. After the election, there were still 83 Republicans and 67 Democrats. The election resulted in absolutely no change to the 

political-party balance in the House. 

Prior to the 2020 election, there were 19 Republicans and 12 Democrats in the Senate. Democrats picked up one seat in the Senate. So in the 

87th Legislative Session, there will be 18 Republican senators and 13 Democratic senators. This may seem inconsequential. But actually, this 

change results in the Republicans losing their supermajority of 3/5 of the senators. Under current Senate rules, 3/5 of the Senate must vote to 

bring a bill to the floor of the Senate for consideration. 19 senators is a little more than 3/5. 18 senators is a little less. So if all 13 Democratic 

senators voted together, they could block a bill from being considered. However, the Senate rules can be changed. It is quite possible that the 

rules will be changed to make only 18 votes (or less) necessary to bring legislation to the Senate floor. And it takes only a simple majority vote 

of the Senate to change the rules. So keep your eyes open for a change to the Senate rules at the beginning of the session. 

The president of the Senate is not actually one of the 31 senators. Rather, the president of the Senate is the lieutenant governor. Our current 

lieutenant governor is Dan Patrick – a Republican from Houston. He orchestrated a rules change when he first became lieutenant governor to 

reduce the number of votes necessary to bring a bill to the Senate floor from 21 (2/3 of the Senate) to 19 (3/5 of the Senate). It could well 

happen again. 

The leader of the House of Representatives is known as the Speaker of the House. The Speaker is one of the 150 members of the House. 

House members choose the Speaker from among their ranks. This typically happens on the first day of the legislative session. That is when the 

formal vote is taken. But the maneuvering for the position takes place long before that. 

In the 86th Session, the Speaker of the House was Dennis Bonnen. But he was caught up in a political scandal and will be retiring from the 

House. Based on pre-session maneuvers, the next Speaker is expected to be Dade Phelan, a Republican from Orange. But this remains to be 

seen. 

What also remains to be seen is exactly how the session will be conducted in the Covid era. Some think there may be mask 

requirements and limits on the number of people allowed inside the capitol building. There may even be rules changes that 

Editor’s note: the political opinions expressed in Quod Stultus Viverra are 

not officially adopted by the HCPDO itself. It’s just a political cartoon. A 

good one. 
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sed 

ullamcorper 

lectus. Sed 

eros nisi, 

consequat et 

auctor vel, 

placerat quis 

massa. 

Mauris 

elementum 

efficitur diam 

elementum 

vulpu- tate. 

Integer 

ullamcorper 

ligula quis 

enim 

efficitur, non 

pellentesque 

nunc 

facilisis. Sed 

mollis et arcu 

vitae suscipit. 

Etiam 

sceleris- que 

ante vel nibh 

bibendum, et 

interdum 

odio 

venenatis. 

Mauris 

congue 

venenatis 

nibh, vitae 

condimentum 

massa varius 

vel. Lorem 

ipsum dolor 

sit amet, 

consectetur 

adipiscing 

elit. Fusce 

vel laoreet 

orci. In eget 

auctor mi. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Nicole Amos 1 
  Mary Ruden 2 
  Sara Smitherman 3 
  Ashley Nguyen 5 
  Sophia Kupetz 8 
  Kevin Keating 11 
  Kimberly Ashworth 13 
  Helen Vasos 14 
  Daniel Kundiger 15 
  Floyd Jennings 15  

Benito Segura 18 
Jacqueline Yii 19 
Saif Kazim 22 
Dena Robins 24 
David Williams 27 
Christopher Self 30 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  

JASON SOSA 

NEW FELONY TEAM LEAD! 

 

 
 

If you saw Jason Sosa pull into the parking lot behind the 

courthouse,you would guess he was a hot shot DWI lawyer-and 

you’d be right. With his big SUV and vanity license plates, 

charming smile and tailored suits, Sosa’s suave, lothario image is 

much more polished than people expect a public defender’s to 

be, and that’s just fine with his clients. Sosa joined the office in 

2015, bringing not only his experience as a lawyer, but his 

passion for science, understanding of chemical testing, and 

broad educational background (he has a Ph.D. and is former 

faculty at Rice University) to the trial division.  

 

Sosa will take the team lead position formerly occupied by Judge 

Te’iva Bell.  

 

KNIT CLUBBIN’  

__________________________________________________ 
 

BEANIES OF APPRECIATION 
_____________________________________ 

. 

 
The PDO’s daring, darling Knit Club continues to meet each 
Tuesday at 12:30 via Zoom, and everyone is welcome! 
 
You don’t have to be a knitter to join Knit Club, but please 
know that the first rule of Knit Club is that we talk about Knit 
Club. A lot.  
 
Knit Club Founder Jani Maselli recently knit a Beanie of 
Appreciation for County Judge Lina Hidalgo. Judge Hidalgo 
has since modeled the hat in several social media posts, 
expressing her sincere gratitude and great admiration of Jani’s 
skills. 
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PLAY DOUGH 

If you have kids, making homemade Play-Doh is something to do when you 

can’t go outside because it’s raining and you can’t do anything else because 

it’s pandemic-ing.  

If you don’t have kids, making homemade Play-Doh is still actually really 
fun, and you can scent it with all kinds of essential oils or whatever you 

want and smash it til your stress is gone. It’s easy, quick, and will help you 

use up that bag of flour you hoarded at the beginning of the pandemic. The 

only thing you might not have on hand is Cream of Tartar, but you need it 
for this recipe, and one bottle of Cream of Tartar lasts for the rest of your 

life.   

2 cups all-purpose flour 
3/4 cup salt 

4 teaspoons cream of tartar 
2 cups lukewarm water 

2 Tablespoons of oil (coconut, vegetable, even baby oil works) 
Food coloring/essential oils/kool aid powder (optional) 

Quart sized bags 

 

Stir together the flour, salt and cream of tartar in a large pot. Next add the 
water and oil. If you’re only making one color, add in the the color now as 
well. Cook over medium heat, stirring constantly. Continue stirring until the 

dough has thickened and begins to form into a ball. Remove from heat and 

then place inside a gallon sized bag or onto wax paper. Allow to cool 

slightly and then knead until smooth. If you’re adding colors after, divide 
the dough into balls (for how many colors you want) and then add the 

dough into the quart sized bags. Start with about 5 drops of color and add 
more to brighten it. Knead the dough, while inside the bag so it doesn’t stain 

your hands, store in airtight container or bag. 

**You can use Kool-Aid powder to color and scent the Play Doh, just learn from my 
mistakes and don’t make it too delicious-smelling if you have kids because then you 
will end up having to dutifully explain to a three year-old the difference between “non-
toxic” and “edible.” ** 

 

Chapter and Verse 

ALLISON MATHIS, APD POST-CONVICTIONS 

Dear and Beloved Colleagues,  
 

As I write this to you, I am bitchily and ginormously pregnant with my son, 

Mountain Man Mathis (or maybe Hrothgar Pterodactyl Mathis, we haven’t quite 

worked out the name yet). I am sitting down with this huge codebook in my 

messy nest of other codebooks, files, and Post-It Notes of things to do, imagining 

myself not as a disheveled and unorganized lawyer frantically getting ready for 

maternity leave, but as a fierce and protective dragon with her eggs. Pregnancy 

during this time of isolation, sickness, and civil unrest has been a bizarre 

experience, but as always, when I start paging through the Code for the next 

session of this read-along, what swirls out of the mists of that complex and 

boring tome is something wildly meaningful for this moment in time.  

Art. 2.13 is where we’re picking up, and it’s all about the duties of a peace officer. 

The first enumerated duty is to “preserve the peace” “by any lawful means.” 

There’s a lump in my dragon throat. I think of the BLM protesters over the 

summer, even in our hot city, kneeling on the scorching, sticky asphalt, as cops 

pulled them in to wait for magistrate court, sometimes for days, without access to 

masks, sometimes without access to food or water or restrooms. The peace 

includes free speech. The peace includes being able to publicly express support 

and anger at unfairness and stupidity and racism. Did arresting those folks 

preserve the peace?  

I think of my colleague, kind and brilliant Betsy Stukes, who had just found out 

she was pregnant before our office’s own BLM protest, and how she showed up 

during the middle of a pandemic, wilting in the heat and risking that tiny new life 

in her belly as she held a sign that read, “Black Lives Are Precious.” I wanted to 

hug her in that moment, and I want to hug the memory of her every time I see 

her there in my mind. And there was Te’iva Bell, probably the most eloquent 

impromptu speaker I have ever seen in my life, speaking into the megaphone that 

was thrust into her hands and I am overcome with a rush of love and admiration 

for her. I know we all have our memories of this summer, no matter where we 

were.  

And we all contrasted that, we couldn’t help it, with the moment last week in 

D.C., during  that noxious display of violence, racist vitriol, looting, terroristic 

threats and worse- when a Black woman walking home from work was snatched 

by the crowd, had her hair pulled out and was beaten, when they smeared shit all 

over the inner chambers of our democracy, planned to kill legislators-there were 

thirteen arrests- thirteen- and I know they didn’t do their duty- I know they weren’t 

preserving the peace by any lawful means. There were some heroes we saw, there 

are always exceptions. But oh, friends.  

I promise you, my dear ones, I know that what I have done so far is not enough. 

I know that my efforts at making this world a more peaceful place have been 

weak and ineffective. That I’ve let my ego and my pride get in the way. I get upset 

by the things we all see on a daily basis and, overwhelmed, I turn inward to my 

little nest.  

I resolve to do better, to try and turn outward to face these terrible things-to 

teach my children the responsibilities of maintaining and engendering peace in 

this world, and what peace really means. Peace is not complacency. Peace is not 

shutting out the outside world. Peace is not compliance and silence. Peace is 

radical compassion. Peace is looking at others we admire and emulating them. 

Peace is what we find when we know we have done everything we can in pursuit 

of what we know is right and fair and good. And I will vow to preserve it by all 

lawful means, because we all know the cops won’t.  

Love Always,  

Allison 

 

 

 

ADMIN APPRECIATION 
 

A’riel Jackson, Felony Trial AA 
 

“I just want to commend A’riel, she is so great... She is 
so responsive via email and text, at all times and she is 
just really helpful. We have so many great people, but, 
this is my first time working so closely with A’riel and 
she is just wonderful.”-Anonymous Attorney 
 

 
 

 


